
Governor’s Task Force on Housing Supports for  

Vulnerable Populations 
Agency Brief—Department of Children and Families (DCF) 

DCF DATA INTEGRATION 

The following data were provided for every person in the total 

sample who had a Child Protective Services (CPS) history 

with DCF, which may have included, but is not limited to, 

abuse or neglect allegations (as either an alleged victim or 

perpetrator), a family member who received CPS services, or 

had experienced placement in DCF care or custody:  

DCF SAMPLE KEY DETAILS 
 Study Period: 9/1/2018—11/30/2019 

 Total Sample was 10,420 people with at least 1 day in 
shelter and Medicaid enrolled during study period 

 Families: categorized as at least 1 parent (head of 
household) and 1 child under 18 years old 

DCF involved 

Individuals (not 
part of a family) 

Children 

Adult Family 
Members 

Families 

6,179 

3,869 

1,333 

977 

903 

KEY DCF FINDINGS 

 Nearly half of DCF-involved members also had involvement with Judicial Branch Court Support Services Division (JBCSSD) 

(51.4%). 

 DCF-involved members were slightly less involved with Department of Corrections (DOC) (45.4% vs. 46.4%) and 

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) (44.4% vs. 46.4%) compared to the total sample. 

 The DCF-involved sample was more Black (42.2% vs. 39.6%) and female (46.1% vs. 39.1%) compared to the total sample. 

 Children with one or more DCF removal episodes were more likely to be White, less likely to be Black, and more likely to be 

of Hispanic ethnicity compared to the total sample. 

 DCF high need parents were disproportionately female (94.7%) and overrepresented among Black (50.4%) and Hispanic 

(36.6%) members compared to the total sample. 

Family Composition 

For more information on in this report, please see Governor’s Task Force Data Brief I: Multi-Agency Involvement. CTBHP 2020. 

https://www.ctbhp.com/uploads/Governors-Task-Force-Multi-Agency-Involvements.pdf


CROSS-AGENCY INVOLVEMENTS 

Compared to the total sample, those who were involved 

with DCF were slightly more likely to also have 

involvement with JBCSSD (51.4% vs. 50.9%) and 

slightly less involvement with DOC (45.4% vs. 46.4%) 

and DMHAS (44.4% vs. 46.4%). On average those 

involved with DCF were involved with 4.4 agencies, 

compared to the total sample, which had an average of 

4 agency involvements. 

CLUSTER ANALYSIS 

This project used a cluster analysis to identify 

distinct patterns of agency utilization across a 

number of services among individuals with four or 

more agency involvements. The DCF input 

variable that was used in the cluster analysis was 

the number of removal episodes.  

The sample from cluster 1 showed the highest 

utilization for DCF removal episodes: 

DCF HIGH NEED SAMPLE 

DCF high need was defined as a family member (head of household, 

child, or other adult) or individual with at least 1 episode in which they 

had been removed from their home. This yielded a total sample size of 

927 that had high need for DCF. 

Among the DCF high need sample, the average number of agency 

involvements was 4.4 and the average number of agencies where these 

members were high need was 1.5. 15% of the DCF high need sample 

were also high need within JBCSSD.  

All individuals in this cluster also had at least one 

behavioral health diagnosis, and the lowest 

utilization for shelter stays and incarcerations. 

Cluster 1 had the lowest use in terms of both 

shelter episodes and number of days in shelter. 

 

Average age 

Higher percentage compared to total sample (48.9%) 

Higher percentage compared to total sample (30.4%) 

High Need Children (n=190) 

8 

54.2% White 

36% Hispanic 

High Need Parent (Head of Household) (n=131) 

29 

94.7% Female 

50.4% Black 

Average age younger compared to total sample 

Heads of households were disproportionately female 

Higher percentage compared to total sample (39.6%) 

Average age younger compared to total sample 

Slightly more male compared to total sample 
(60.7%) 

Similar to total sample 

High Need Individuals (not part of a family) (n=589) 

29 

64.3% Male 

Race & Ethnicity 

For more information on in this report, please see Governor’s Task Force Data Brief I: Multi-Agency Involvement. CTBHP 2020. 

https://www.ctbhp.com/uploads/Governors-Task-Force-Multi-Agency-Involvements.pdf

