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HMIS DATA INTEGRATION 

In addition to several client demographic and identifier fields 

to match to the Medicaid data, CCEH provided Beacon with 

key variables from the Homeless Management Information 

System (HMIS) to indicate potential high need among clients: 

HMIS SAMPLE 

Every member in the total sample must have spent at least 

one day in shelter during the study period, therefore the 

entire sample was considered HMIS-involved. 

KEY DETAILS 
 Study Period: 9/1/2018—11/30/2019 

 Total Sample was 10,420 people with at least 1 day in 

shelter and Medicaid enrolled during study period 

 Shelter Episodes: # of separate, distinct shelter stays in 
the last 3 years 

 Families: categorized as at least 1 parent (head of 
household) and 1 child under 18 years old 
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KEY HMIS FINDINGS 

 Families and individuals (not part of a family) showed 
uniquely different patterns of agency involvement — as 
well as very different demographic characteristics — 
indicating that coordinated service delivery will differ 
between those in a family versus an individual. 

 Individuals with 3+ and families with 2+ shelter episodes 
showed a consistent pattern of housing instability. 

 A correlation analysis showed a weak correlation (R = 
0.23) between shelter days and episodes, indicating 
these fields capture different, valuable information of 
need. 

 The HMIS Family ID variable played a key role in this 
analysis, introducing the first field to identify 
households. 

CROSS-AGENCY INVOLVEMENTS 

Since every member included in the sample must have been 

involved in the homeless services system (HMIS) and 

enrolled in Medicaid, the lowest number of agency 

involvements a member could have was 2 and the most was 6. 

For more information on in this report, please see Governor’s Task Force Data Brief I: Multi-Agency Involvement. CTBHP 2020. 

https://www.ctbhp.com/uploads/Governors-Task-Force-Multi-Agency-Involvements.pdf


HMIS HIGH NEED INDIVIDUALS 

 646 high need individuals 

 Nearly 80% male — significantly more than 

the total sample 

 Older (avg. age: 47) 

 More White than the total sample (53.4%), 

and slightly less Hispanic than the total sam-

ple (25.1%) 

 More likely to be involved with DMHAS, DOC, 

JBCSSD than DCF 

HMIS HIGH NEED 

1,165 HMIS members identified met the 

CCEH high need criteria. 

High need was determined to be 115+ days in 

shelter during the study period and 3+ shelter 

episodes for individuals.  

Families represented a smaller percentage of the 

sample, and aiming for a sufficient sample size for 

future interventions, the criteria was lowered to 

80+ days in shelter and 2+ episodes for families. 
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HMIS HIGH NEED FAMILIES 

 217 high need families (519 members)  

 Younger (parents avg. age: 34; children: 7) 

 Female (66%) 

 48.4% Black – significantly more than the 

total population 

 More likely to be of Hispanic ethnicity (41.6% 

compared to 30.2% of the total sample) 

 More likely to be involved with DCF (80%) 

than any other agency 

CLUSTER ANALYSIS 

This project used a cluster analysis to identify distinct patterns of agency 

utilization across a number of services among individuals with 4+ 

agency involvements. Each agency had at least 1 input variable. The key 

variable, for which all the clusters were formed around, was the HMIS 

field: number of shelter episodes in the last 3 years. 

Clusters 3 and 6 showed the highest shelter utilization. Individuals in 

cluster 3 were 4.8 time more likely, and those in cluster 6 were 7.9 times 

more likely, to have a higher number of days in shelter compared 

individuals in cluster 1.  
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Cluster 6 

For more information on in this report, please see Governor’s Task Force Data Brief I: Multi-Agency Involvement. CTBHP 2020. 
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